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Abstract. This article examines language attrition in immigrant communities, focusing on Italian
speakers in Canada. Through longitudinal interviews and language proficiency tests, the study
analyzes factors contributing to language loss, such as age of arrival, exposure to English, and
community support. The findings reveal patterns of language maintenance and shift, offering insights
into the challenges faced by immigrant communities in preserving their linguistic heritage. This
research contributes to the understanding of language dynamics in multicultural settings.
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Introduction

Language attrition is a critical issue facing immigrant communities, as original languages
compete with dominant societal languages. This article focuses on Italian speakers in
Canada, using longitudinal interviews and proficiency assessments to explore the factors
influencing language retention and loss. Key variables, such as age at immigration, level of
exposure to English, and the strength of community networks, are analyzed to reveal
patterns of language maintenance and shift. The study provides a nuanced understanding of
the challenges immigrant communities face in preserving their linguistic heritage, offering
broader insights into language dynamics within multicultural environments.

This is a preliminary version. To read the full version of the article, please purchase a
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