Ecolinguistics: Language and the Environment

Skyler Thompson
PhD
Australian National University
Canberra ACT 0200, Australia

Quinn Campbell
PhD
Lund University
221 00 Lund, Sweden

Casey Edwards
PhD
University of Helsinki
Yliopistonkatu 4, 00100 Helsinki, Finland

Abstract. This paper explores the field of ecolinguistics, examining the relationship between
language and the environment. By analyzing language use in environmental discourse, the study
highlights the role of language in shaping ecological awareness and attitudes. The research provides
insights into how linguistic structures and metaphors influence environmental perception and
contribute to ecological advocacy.
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Introduction

Ecolinguistics is an emerging field that investigates the intricate relationship between
language and the environment. This paper delves into how language shapes ecological
awareness and attitudes, focusing on the analysis of language use in environmental
discourse. By examining linguistic structures and metaphors, we reveal how they influence
environmental perception and contribute to ecological advocacy. The study highlights the
importance of language in shaping our understanding of the environment and underscores its
potential to drive ecological change and awareness through effective communication.
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